Recent progress and current problems in management of invasive fungal infections in patients with neoplastic diseases.
Patients with neoplastic diseases are predisposed to develop invasive fungal infections as the result of impairments of host defense mechanisms due principally to pharmacologic immunosuppression resulting from intensive cytotoxic chemotherapy, ablative radiation therapy, and corticosteroids. Candida species, Aspergillus species, and emerging opportunistic fungal pathogens comprise the principal etiologic agents of opportunistic mycoses in cancer patients. This paper reviews the recent progress, particularly during the year of 1991, in management of invasive fungal infections and the current problems of invasive mycosis, which confront patients with neoplastic diseases.